Cooperative News

Reminder: Office
Closed for Labor Day
Our offices will be closed for the holiday
on Monday, Sept. 7, 2020, and crews will
be on call to respond to any issues or
emergencies. Have a safe and happy
Labor Day weekend!
CONTACT US
Headquarters
7103 General Mahone Hwy., P.O. Box 168
Waverly, VA 23890-0168
Customer Service Center
5718 Courthouse Road
Prince George, VA 23875
24-Hour Emergency Service
804-834-2424
Website
pgec.coop

Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
President & CEO
Casey J. Logan
Prince George Electric Cooperative is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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2020 Annual Meeting

T

he PGEC 2020 annual meeting will be held at the co-op’s
headquarters in Waverly, but public attendance will be
suspended.

Although unprecedented, the decision by our board of directors to suspend
member attendance at our annual meeting is consistent with Prince George Electric
Cooperative always putting safety first.
Instead of an in-person meeting, PGEC will hold the annual business meeting
in the large meeting room on Monday, Sept. 28, at 5 p.m. The meeting will be
livestreamed via YouTube and on our Facebook page for members’ viewing.
Instructions for viewing the meeting online will be posted on pgec.coop as streaming
plans are finalized.
PGEC exists to provide safe, reliable and affordable energy to its members (that’s
you!). Equally important is our mission to enrich the lives of all members and to
serve the long-term interests of our local communities. This is where you can help.
As a member of the community, you have a perspective that is valuable –– and we
invite you to share it with the co-op.
Although we cannot meet in person, we encourage our members to participate
in the election of directors by completing, signing and returning your proxy
designation card, which can be found on the outside cover of this issue of
Cooperative Living. The signed and completed proxy designation card must be
received by 12 p.m. (noon) Monday, Sept. 28, to be valid. There will be a drawing
for 10 proxy prizes, each worth $250 in free electricity.

Prince George Electric Cooperative

Your PGEC Board of Directors

Brian E. Coey
District 1
Bland

Paul H. Brown
Chairman | District 2
Blackwater/Brandon

Richard B. Scott
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer | District 3
Guilford

Nominating
Committee Report
The Nominating Committee,
appointed in accordance with the Bylaws
of Prince George Electric Cooperative,
met at the cooperative office on June 17,
2020. The Committee nominated the
following candidates to serve as directors
of the cooperative, subject to the vote by
the membership at the annual meeting
scheduled for Sept. 28, 2020.

THREE-YEAR TERMS
District 3 – Guilford
Richard B. Scott

District 8 – Dinwiddie
Matthew P. Carden
District 9 – Rives
Herbert R. Patrick
District 6 – Stony Creek/Sussex Courthouse
Keith M. Dunn (remaining term)
John M. Brock Jr.
District 4

Cobham, Blackwater

Denya C. Hankerson
District 7
Templeton

Christopher T. Parker
Vice Chairman | District 5

Waverly/Wakefield/Newville

Matthew P. Carden
District 8
Dinwiddie

Keith M. Dunn
District 6

Stony Creek/Sussex Courthouse

Irwin W. Eversole

District 1

Stephen L. Pettler

District 2

T. Wayne Chappell

District 3

Vernelle Rickmond

District 4

Robert L. Keener

District 5

Allen D. Vaughan

District 6

James E. Hill

District 7

Janice Chappell

District 8

Patricia J. Moneymaker

District 9

Herbert R. Patrick
Secretary-Treasurer | District 9

Director Up for Reelection
Richard B. Scott has served as a director for Prince
George Electric Cooperative since February 1991 and
currently serves as the assistant secretary-treasurer of the
board of directors. Mr. Scott is a lifelong resident of Surry
County, having spent most of his life in the farming industry.
He also serves on the Surry County Farm Bureau board of
directors.
Matthew P. Carden has served as a director for Prince
George Electric Cooperative since May 2013.

pgec.coop

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

Rives

Herbert R. Patrick has served as a director for Prince George
Electric Cooperative since May 1984 and currently serves as the
secretary-treasurer of the board of directors. He is a lifelong
resident of Prince George County and retired from Honeywell.
Mr. Patrick also serves on the Regional Headquarters Inc. board
of directors and the Virginia, Maryland & Delaware Association
of Electric Cooperatives board of directors.
Keith M. Dunn has served as a director for Prince George
Electric Cooperative since December 2019. He is a lifelong resident
of Sussex County and the fifth generation to farm his family's land.
Mr. Dunn also serves on the American Farm Bureau Young Farmer
and Rancher Committee and the United Soybean Board.
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Recognized for Commitment
to Our Community

P

rince George Electric Cooperative board member and former
Prince George County Rotary Club president, Denya
Hankerson, was recognized on June 23 as Rotarian of the Year
for her selfless efforts in supporting our community and for
exemplifying the Rotary motto of “Service Above Self.”
Denya has been a member of the Prince George Rotary Club
since March of 2016 and has served as a director for Prince George
Electric Cooperative since February 2014. Originally from New
Jersey, Denya moved to Virginia in 2000 and retired from the United
States Army in 2005.
The Rotarian of the Year award may be given to a member who
exhibits “service above self” in their daily activities and who
promotes Rotary by their actions and involvements.
“Denya is a very deserved recipient of the award. Her
commitment to our community is unmatched in more ways than
one,” stated Renee Chapline, Rotary member and PGEC senior vice
president of community and member engagement. “I am grateful I
get to get to work with her, both professionally and in our
community.”
When she isn’t volunteering with the Rotary Club, Denya is an
active member of Union Branch Baptist Church, and currently
serves on the Prince George County Electoral board of directors.
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Justin Ellis (right) competes
at the 2018 Gaff-n-Go
Lineworker’s Rodeo with
coworker Jason Jessup.

People@PGEC
Meet Lineworker Justin Ellis

S

eptember’s People@PGEC spotlight is on one of
our lineworkers, Justin Ellis. Justin has worked at
PGEC for over 15 years. When he isn’t climbing
poles and keeping the lights on, Justin enjoys spending
time with his wife, Kelly, and their three children, Eli,
Huck and Hayes. Justin’s hobbies include attending his
children’s sporting events, fox hunting and spending
weekends with his family in the Outer Banks.
“To me, linework is more than a job,” says Justin.
“I take pride in serving our members, and I consider
these crews my family. For the last 15 years, I have
looked forward to the workday ahead each morning.”
Justin’s favorite part of the job is storm restoration,
despite it being one of the most dangerous aspects of
linework.
“Our linemen are the first responders of our electric
distribution system,” says PGEC Vice President of
Operations Lee Chappell. “These men work around
the clock on high-voltage lines, often through
dangerous conditions, to ensure our members have
power. When a storm hits, they don’t hesitate — they
set aside personal priorities because Mother Nature
doesn’t work around holidays, vacations or birthdays.”

pgec.coop

Photos from top: Justin and
coworkers Chris Pruitt (left)
and Bobby Cane (right)
support Four County EMC’s
restoration efforts in North
Carolina. Justin’s family, from
left, Eli, Kelly, Hayes and Huck.
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ELECTRICAL SAFETY
TIPS FOR HUNTERS

This hunting season, we encourage all members to be
aware of electrical equipment and take necessary
precautions while hunting. Keep these safety tips in
mind as you enjoy the great outdoors.

Take notice of posted warning signs and keep
clear of electrical equipment.

Do not shoot at or near power lines or insulators.

Know where power lines and equipment are
located on the land where you hunt.

Be especially careful in wooded areas where
power lines may not be as visible.

Do not place deer stands on utility poles or
climb poles. Energized lines and equipment
can conduct electricity to anyone who comes
in contact with them, causing shock
or electrocution.

Do not place decoys on power lines or other
utility equipment. Any non-electrical equipment
attached to a pole can pose an obstruction and
serious hazards to our line crews.
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Getting Back Out:
Safely Resuming
Social Activities

A

s businesses, restaurants and retailers begin to reopen
their doors, many people are considering heading out
to resume social activities. Though the number of
COVID-19 positive cases seems to be dropping in some
areas, there is still a risk of contracting coronavirus when
interacting with others. To keep yourself and others safe,
keep these precautions in mind.
What to consider before heading out
Before going out, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recommends asking yourself these questions to
determine your risk level.
• Is COVID-19 spreading in your area? Check the CDC’s
website, cdc.gov, for more information.
• Will you come into close contact with others where
you’re going? Will you have to share any equipment or items
with others?
• Are you at risk for severe illness, or do you live with
someone who is?
• Do you take everyday preventive actions to protect
yourself from coronavirus? (These include monitoring
yourself for symptoms, washing your hands regularly, social
distancing, wearing face covers and more.)
The CDC recommends staying home if you are sick or
have come into contact with someone who has tested
positive for coronavirus.
How to go out safely and lower your risk
In general, activities where you can maintain 6 feet of
social distance at all times will be safer than those where you
cannot. Gathering in indoor spaces with less ventilation is
riskier than interacting with others in outdoor spaces. And,
coming into close contact with others who aren’t wearing
a face covering increases your risk.
If you decide to engage in social activities in public,
the CDC recommends having three essential items: a cloth
face covering, tissues and hand sanitizer with at least 60%
alcohol. With those items in hand, use these basic tips
when engaging in the following activities.
Eating at a restaurant
• Check the restaurant’s website and social media
accounts to see if it’s updated its policies and procedures
pgec.coop

to adhere to coronavirus safety guidelines; these could
include employees wearing face coverings and gloves,
tables being spaced farther apart, specific cleaning protocols
and more.
• Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds when entering
and leaving the restaurant.
• Maintain 6 feet of social distance in entryways, waiting
areas and hallways, and sit at least 6 feet apart from other
people if possible.
• If you need to use the restroom, ensure there are
paper towels and soap or hand sanitizer that is at least
60% alcohol.
Attending or hosting a cookout
• Encourage guests to stay home if they are experiencing
symptoms or have recently come into contact with someone
who is.
• Arrange tables and chairs to allow others to socially
distance themselves. Those coming from the same household
can be in close groups together, but should be 6 feet apart
from other families.
• Wear cloth face coverings when not eating or drinking,
and encourage others to do the same.
• Limit the number of people handling or serving food,
and encourage guests to bring their own food and drinks.
Working out at a gym or fitness center
• If the location allows it, make a reservation for a time
to use the facility.
• Check for extra preventive measures, like plexiglass
barriers, staff wearing face coverings and closed locker
rooms.
• Limit group training sessions indoors. Open windows
to increase airflow throughout the space, and be sure to
maintain a safe distance from others.
• Don’t shake hands, give high-fives, bump elbows or
any other greetings that would require you to touch others.
• Make sure any equipment you use is properly cleaned
and disinfected. Wipe down machines and equipment with
disinfecting wipes.
For more specific information and guidelines about these
activities, see the CDC’s “Personal and Social Activities”
page at cdc.gov.
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